
Session Two: 
  

How We Got Here: Race and the 
Corporate Counter-Revolution



“There has been an enormous concentrated, coordinated business 
offensive beginning in the 70s to try to beat back the egalitarian 
efforts of recent decades.” – Noam Chomsky, Requiem for the 
American Dream  

“In the late 1960s and early 1970s U.S. business elites feared that 
public opinion was turning dangerously against capitalism…. In 
response, they launched a counter-revolution.” – Naomi Klein, 
This Changes Everything







“Conservative white elites began, 
once again, to search for a new racial 
order that would conform to the 
needs and constraints of the time… 
[They] found they could install a 
new racial caste system… by 
demanding “law and order” rather 
than “segregation forever”… Race 
had become, yet again, a powerful 
wedge, breaking up what had been a 
solid coalition based on economic 
interests of the poor and the working 
and lower-middle classes.”  

– Michelle Alexander, The New 
Jim Crow  



“We are liberals [who] still believe in 
liberty and justice and a fair chance 
for all, in mercy for the afflicted and 
help for the down and out. But we 
no longer automatically favor unions 
and big government or oppose the 
military and big business.”  

– Charles Peters 













Coded Racism

• “Welfare Queens” 
• “Super-Predators” 
• “Thugs” 
• “Criminal, Job-stealing 

Illegals” 
• “Terrorists” 
• “Law and Order”

• “Hardworking 
Americans” 

• “The Silent Majority” 
• “Forgotten Americans” 
• “Real Americans” 
• “The Heartland” 
• “Suburban voters 

threatened by crime”





“Inclusive Nationalism”



Primary focus on 
Scapegoating of: 

• Immigrants 

• Trans and Non-Binary 
People 

• The “Woke Left”

“Inclusive Nationalism”




